Nancy Yukuwal
McDinny

‘My name is Nancy Yukuwal McDinny and I was born
in 1958 among the mangroves near Milrila on Fetrel
Island, between Manangoora Station and Vanderlin
Island in the Gulf of Carpentaria.

My skin name is Nangalama and I am Mambaliya clan
— Wawukarriya.

My dreaming is Kurdarrku; Brolga, and my country is
Wubunjawa near Marrinybul. I am Garrwa from my
father’s side and Yanyuwa from my mother’s side.

My paintings tell the stories and songs as I've been
taught from my father Dinny McDinny and the old
people Warlaba. There us story in our country. Our
land, our laws, our ceremony, and our future. We are
sharing this country with you.’

N ancy’s paintings give us a

statement about the world, her
land and the critical importance
to engage with the environment
on a cultural level as it restores us
as human beings for the future.
Nancy’s landscapes over the last
twenty years have not wavered
from her purpose, and the
outside eye is slowly catching up
to her provocative and important
message. Yes, her works are
exquisite and beautiful paintings
but they are statements of
country and land and identity.

They have a calm and reflective
tone as Nancy takes us through
her country. The palette is a
considered and deliberate
interpretation of the black soil
plains in each of the dreaming
sites. The strong lines of black
contrast with cream and a burst
of blue reminding us about the
source of water and inspiration
for all of Nancy’s work.

“All the stories I've done on the
painting it was about my life, my
family.

Now I do painting on the
country because it's so important,
we teach our children, we take
them to country.. tell them
stories about the dreaming and
country that their grandfather
was living, walking, hunting. We
teach all the language and songs.

It was a really good life and we
still want to be living that way,
living on country,

strong on our own country.”

"We carry the history in a song,
in a painting like a map. We
connect through family and
places from Queensland - Palm
Island, Doomadgee, Yarrabah to
the Gulf of Carpentaria,
Manakurra, Borroloola,
Robinson River, Sandridge
Station and Wandangula; and

then to Western Australia to
Derby and Broome. Every
station. In my heart I really love
it.

The story has come from the
Songline: the story goes with the
country, lets you know about the
country and what people were
doing before.

When we gone, our great-great
grandchildren behind us will be
happy that the song is still here.”
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